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International Responses to Cross-Border

Digital Trade Disputes
El-Mostafa Abdel-Rashid Mohamed Badawy
Department of Public International Law, Faculty of Law, Assiut
University, Minya, Arab Republic of Egypt.
E-mail: mostafaabdelrashed@yahoo.com
Abstract:

This research examines the international approaches to cross-
border digital trade disputes in light of public international law and
the multilateral trading system. The digital shift has generated fast,
borderless commercial transactions but also unprecedented legal
challenges concerning jurisdiction, conflict of laws, and enforcement
of judgments.

The study employs descriptive, analytical, and comparative
methods. It explores the role of the World Trade Organization
(WTO), which has so far provided only general policy frameworks;
the UNCITRAL Model Laws, such as the Model Law on Electronic
Commerce (1996) and the Model Law on Electronic Signatures
(2001); and Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) initiatives. It also
considers recent treaties, including the Singapore Convention on
Mediation and the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime, along with
selected regional experiences.

Findings indicate that current international frameworks, while
significant, remain inadequate to meet the specific demands of digital
trade. They often retain a soft-law or limited regional character,
lacking binding and harmonized rules on jurisdiction, applicable law,
and enforcement. Alternative and Online Dispute Resolution (ADR
& ODR) appear to be the most suitable mechanisms for digital trade
disputes, but their effectiveness depends on stronger international
recognition and robust technological infrastructure.

The research concludes with recommendations to establish a
binding international convention on digital trade disputes, modeled
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on the New York Convention on Arbitration, with clear rules for
jurisdiction, applicable law, and enforcement. It further advocates
reinterpreting principles of public international law to integrate
digital sovereignty and transnational justice, enhancing synergies
between regional and global efforts, and employing emerging
technologies such as artificial intelligence and blockchain in dispute
settlement.

Keywords: Digital, Trade, Cross-Border, Disputes, World —
Trade, Organization, Uncitral, Alternative- Dispute, Resolution,
Online- Dispute- Resolution.
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altijarat aldawliat al'iiliktiruniati: dirasat fi alganun aldawlii
aleama, dar alnahdat alearabiati, algahirati, 2020.

* d./'iismaeil shiti:

altijarat alfiiliktiruniati: alnizam alganuniu waleuqud alduwliatu,
dar aljamieat aljadidati, al'iiskandiriati,2014.

* du./hasam aldiyn al'ahwani:

altijarat al'uiliktiruniat wahimayat almustahliki, dar alnahdat
alearabiati, alqahirati, 2003.

* da./hasan eali aldhanuna:

himayat almustahlik fi albiyat alragamiati, dar althaqafati, eaman,
2021, si. 211.

mabadi alqanun aldawlii aleama, dar alnahdat alearabiati,
alqahirati, 2014.

* du./khalid eumr:

alnizaeat aldawliat waturuq taswitiha, dar aljamieat aljadidati,
al'iiskandiriati, 2017.

* d./ samih aljawhari:

altjjarat aliiliktiruniat fi alqanun alduwlii alkhasi, dar alnahdat
alearabiati, algahirati, 2009.

* da./samiat eashur:

altahkim al'iiliktrunii fi munazaeat altijarat alduwliati, dar aljamieat
aljadidati, al'iiskandiriati, 2015.

* da./sid mustafaa hamid:
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alwisatat kawasilat badilat litaswiat almunazaeati, dar alnahdat
alearabiati, alqahirati, 2015.

* du./salah aldiyn eamir:

alganun aldawliu aleama, dar alnahdat alearabiati, algahiratu, 2009.
» da./fatimat eashur:

alganun aldawliu liltijarat al'iilikturuniati, dar alnahdat alearabiati,
algahirati, 2012.

* da./muhamad alhanaawi:

altijjarat aliiliktiruniati: almafahim - alnuzum - altatbiqati, aldaar
aljamieiatu, al'iiskandiriata, 2006.

* da./eabd aleal muhamadu:

alqanun aldawliu liltijarat al'iilikturuniati, dar aljamieat aljadidati,
al'iskandariati, 2018.

* da./muhamad taleat alghinimi:

alganun aldawliu aleama, dar alnahdat alearabiati, algahiratu, 1993.
* du./muhamad eabd aleal:

alganun alduwaliu alkhasi waltahkim fi munazaeat altijarat
al'iilikturuniati,dar alnahdat alearabiati,alqahrati,2018

* da./mahmud sharif bisyuni:

mabadi alganun aldawlii aleama, dar aleilm lilmalayini, birut,
2005.

* da./mustafaa najma:

altahkim fi munazaeat altijarat aliilikturuniati, dar alnahdat
alearabiati, alqahirati, 2016.

* d./nabil saedu:

alqganun alduwliu alkhasu fi altijarat al'iilikturuniati, dar alnahdat
alearabiati, alqahirati, 2017.

* da./hudaa ewny:

altijarat al'iiliktiruniat wa'atharuha ealaa alganun alduwlii alkhasi,
dar aljamieat aljadidati, al'iiskandiriati, 2016.

almaqalat

» da./'ahmad fathi surur: "alnizaeat al'‘iilikturuniat waliaat
taswiatuha fi alganun alduwalii", almajalat almisriat lilganun
alduwalii, aleadad 65, 2019.

* du./husam litafi: "altawqie al'iiliktrunii wahujyatuh fi al'iithbati",
majalat alhuquq lilbuhuth alganuniat waliaqtisadiati, jamieat
almansurati, aleadad 45, 2018.
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* d./ muhamad sami eabd alhamid, "alganun alduwliu aleamu
waltahadiyat al'ilikturuniatu", almajalat almisriat lilganun
alduwaliu, aleadad 70, 2020.

* da./eabd alrawuwf alqadi: "altaswiat al'iilikturuniat lilmunazaeat
fi alganun alduwlii alkhasa", majalat alhuquq alkuaytiati, aleadad
3,2019.

* da./mahmud fuzi: "altijarat al'iiliktiruniat bayn alganun alduwalii
aleami walganun aldaakhili", almajalat almisriat lilganun alduwalii,
aleadad 72, 2016.

algawanin waltashrieat alarabia:

* alganun al'urduniy: ragm 85 lisanat 2001 bishan almueamalat
al'iilikturuniati.

 alganun al'iimarati: ragm 1 lisanat 2006 bishan almueamalat
waltijarat al'ilikturuniati.

e alganun almisrii : ragm 15 lisanat 2004 bishan tanzim altawqie
aliliktrunii ~ wa'iinsha' hayyat tanmiat sinaeat tiknulujia
almaelumati.

alitifagiaat alarabia

« aliatifaqiat alearabiat limukafahat jarayim tigniat almaelumati,
2010.

» atifagiat alriyad alearabiat liltacawun alqadayiy, 1983.
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