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Fitnah and Its Legal Reasoning among Jurists

An Inductive and Analytical Study of Its Manifestations,

Forms, and Jurisprudential Implications

Mohammed Hassan Almuhalbidi
Sharia Department, College of Sharia and Law, Al-Baha
University, Albaha, KSA.
E-mail: malmuhalbidi@bu.edu.sa
Abstract:

This study explores the use of fitnah as a basis for legal
reasoning among Islamic jurists. It surveys their statements in which
legal rulings are justified on the grounds of fitnah, with the aim of
elucidating its intended meaning, its legal status, its various
manifestations, and its jurisprudential implications. The study further
aims to clarify how jurists conceptualized fitnah, its connection to
the legal principle of balancing interests and harms, to identify its
different forms, and to examine the extent to which invoking fitnah
has influenced Islamic legal rulings.

The study adopts an inductive and analytical methodology. It is
structured into an introduction, a preamble, two main sections, and a
conclusion. The preamble outlines the definition and concept of
fitnah. The first section examines how jurists conceptualized fitnah
and its legal ruling, while the second section analyzes its various
manifestations and the jurisprudential consequences arising from
them.

The key findings of the study include the following: the term
fitnah does not possess a technical definition among jurists distinct
from its linguistic meaning; rather, its intended sense is determined
by contextual usage. Jurists unanimously regard fitnah as a harmful
phenomenon that must be anticipated, prevented, and countered. The
reasoning by fitnah appears across all major Islamic legal schools. It
is closely tied to the jurisprudential principle of weighing benefits
and harms. When fitnah arises from human actions, it is deemed
blameworthy under Islamic law. According to jurists, fitnah
manifests in six primary forms: deviation from religious guidance,
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rebellion against or disobedience to the legitimate leader (imam),
sowing discord among Muslims, discouraging acts of worship,
engaging in sin and transgression, and leading others into
misguidance. These manifestations vary in degree and impact,
depending on their severity and the extent of their effects. Additional
findings are discussed in the conclusion.

Keywords: Fitnah, Legal Reasoning, Manifestations, Jurists,
Rulings, Implications.
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References:

» 'ahkam alquran, liabn alearabii, muhamad bin eabd allah
al'andalusii (543hi), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, altabeat
al'uwlaa, da.t.

 'ahkam alqurani, liljasasi, 'ahmad bin ealiin alraazii (370h),
bayrut: dar alfikri, du.ti, 1412h 1993m.

 aliakhtiar litaelil almukhtari, lilmusli, 'abu alfadl eabd allh bin
mahmud bin mudud (683h), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, du.ti,
da.t.

* aladab alshareiat walminah almareiatu, liabn muflahi, muhamad
bin muflah bin muhamad almaqdisii (763ha), alqahirati: muasasat
qurtibat, du.ta, da.t.

 'asnaa almatalib sharh rawdat altaaliba, lil'ansari, zakaria bin
muhamad bin zakariaa (926h), alqahirata: dar alkitaab al'iislamii,
du.ta, da.t.

« al'ashbah walnazayira, lilsuyuti, jalal aldiyn eabd alrahman bin
'abi bakr bin muhamad (911h), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati,
altabeat al'uwlaa, 1411hi 199 1mu.

» 'aclam alhadithi, lilkhatabi, hamd bin muhamad (388h), tahqiqu:
du. muhamad bin saed bin eabd alrahman al saeudin, jamieat ‘umi
alquraa: markaz albuhuth aleilmiat wa'ithya' alturath aliislamii,
altabeat al'uwlaa, 1409hi 1988m.

* 'lielam almuagqiein ean rabi alealamina, liabn alqiam aljawziati,
muhamad bin 'abi bakr bin 'ayuwb (751hi), bayrut: dar alkutub
aleilmiati, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1411hi 199 1mi.

» al'lignae fi masayil al'iijmaei, liabn qatan, ealiin bin muhamad bin
eabd almalik (628hi), tahqiqu: hasan fawzi alsaeidii, alfaruq
alhadithati, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1424h 2004m.

* 'itkmal almuealim bifawayid muslimin, lilgadi eiad, 'abu alfadl
eayad bin musaa bin eamrawn (544hi), tahqiqu: yahyaa 'iismaeili,
masra: dar alwafa'i, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1419h 1998m.

» al'um, lilshaafieayi, muhamad bin 'iidris (204h), bayrut: dar
alfikri, du.ti, 1410hi, 1990m.

« al'linsaf fi maerifat alraajih min alkhilafi, lilmirdawi, eali bin
sulayman bin 'ahmad (885h), bayrut: dar 'iihya' alturath alearabii,
altabeat althaaniati, da.t.
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« albahr alraayiq sharh kanz aldaqgayiqi, liabn najim, zayn aldiyn
bin 'tibrahim bin muhamad (970ha), algahirati: dar alkitaab
al'iislamii, altabeat althaaniati, da.t.

* badayie alsanayie fi tartib alsharayiei, lilkasani, 'abu bakr maseud
bin 'ahmad (587hi), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, altabeat
althaaniati, 1406h 1986m.

* barqiat mahmudiat fi sharh tarigat mahmudiatin, lilkhadimi,
muhamad bin muhamad bn mustafaa (1168ha), matbaeat alhalbi,
du.ti, 1348hi.

* blughat alsaalik sharh 'aqrab almasalik (hashiat alsaawi ealaa
alsharh alsaghiri), lilsaawi, 'abu aleabaas 'ahmad bin muhamad
alkhalawati (124 1hi), dar almaearifi, du.ta, da.t.

* albinayat sharh alhidayati, lileayni, badr aldiyn mahmud bin
'ahmad bin musaa (855h), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, altabeat
al'uwlaa, 1420h 2000mi.

» alibayan fi madhhab al'iimam alshaafieii, lileumrani, ‘'abu
alhusayn yahyaa bn 'abi alkhayr (558ha), tahqiqu: gasim muhamad
alnuwri, jidata: dar alminhaji, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1421h 2000m.

» alibayan waltahsilu, liabn rushd aljid, muhamad bin 'ahmad bin
'ahmad binn rushd alqurtubii (520hi), tahqiqu: muhamad hajiy
wakhrun, birut: dar algharb al'iislamii, altabeat althaaniati, 1408h
1988m.

* taj alearus min jawahir alqamusa, lilzubidii, muhamad bin
muhamad bin eabd alrazaaq (1205ha), dar alhidayati, du.t1, di.t.

« altaj wal'iikklil limukhtasar khalil, lilmawagqi, 'abu eabd allh
muhamad bin yusuf (897hi), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, altabeat
al'uwlaa, 1416hi 1994mi.

« tabiiyn alhaqayiq sharh kanz aldaqayiqa, lilziylei, euthman bin
ealiin (743hi), algahirata: dar alkitaab aliislamii, altabeat
althaaniati, da.t.

« tuhifat almuhtaj sharh alminhaji, lilhitmi, 'ahmad bin muhamad
bin ealii bin hajar alhitmii (974hi), bayrut, dar 'ithya' alturath
alearabii, du.ta, da.t.

» tafsir alquran aleazimi, liabn kathirin, iismaeil bn eumar (774ha),
tahqiqu: muhamad husayn shams aldiyni, bayrut: dar alkutub
aleilmiati, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1419hi.

e altamhid lima fi almuataa min almaeani wal'asanidu, liabn eabd
albar, 'abu eumar yusif bin eabd allh bn muhamad (463ha),
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tahqiqu: mustafaa alealawi, wamuhamad albakri, masr, muasasat
qurtibat, du.ta, da.t.

* jamie albayan fi tawil alqurani, liltabri, muhamad bin jarir
(310hi1), tahqiqu: 'ahmad mahmud shakir, muasasat alrisalati,
altabeat al'uwlaa, 1420h 2000m.

* aljamie alsahih (sunan altirmidhi), liltirmidhi, muhamad bn eisaa
bn sura (279hi), tahqiqu: bashaar eawaad maerufun, bayrut: dar
algharb al'iislamii, du.ti, 1998m.

» aljamie li'ahkam alqurani, lilqurtubi, muhamad bn 'ahmad bn 'abi
bakr (671hi), tahqgiqu: samir albukhari, alrayad: dar ealam alkutab,
du.ti, 1423h 2003m.

 aljawharat alnayrati, lileabadi, 'abu bakr muhamad bin ealii
alhadaadii (800h), almatbaeat alkhayriati, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1322hi.
* hashiat aldasuwqi ealaa alsharh alkabiri, lildisuqi, muhamad bin
'ahmad bin earafa (1230h), bayrut: dar alfikri, du.ti, di.t.

* hashiat alramliu ealaa 'asnaa almatalibi, lilramli, 'ahmad bin
hamzat al'ansarii (957ha), alqahirata: dar alkitaab al'iislamii, du.ta,
da.t, (matbue bihashiat 'asnaa almatalib lizakaria al'ansari).

* hashiat alshalabii ealaa tabyin alhaqayiqi, lilshalbi, 'ahmad bin
muhamad bin yunis (1021hi), alqahirata: dar alkitaab al‘iislamii,
altabeat althaaniati, da.t, (matbue bihashiat tabyin alhaqayiqi).

* hashiat aleadawii ealaa sharh alkharshi, lileadwi, eali bin 'ahmad
alsaeidii (1189h), bayrut: dar alfikri, du.ti, da.t, (matbue bihashiat
sharh alkharshi).

o alhawi alkabiri, lilmawirdi, ealiin bin muhamad bin habib
(450h1), bayrut: dar alfikri, du.ti, 1422h 2003 m.

* daqayiq 'uwli alnahaa bisharh almuntahaa (shrah muntahaa
al'iiradat), lilbuhuti, mansur bin yunis bin salah aldiyn (1051h),
bayrut: dar ealam alkutub, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1414h 1993 m.

« aldhakhirati, lilgarafi, shihab aldiyn 'ahmad bin ‘iidris (684h),
tahqiqu: muhamad haji, bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, altabeat
al'uwlaa, 1422h 2001 mi.

* rad almuhtar ealaa alduri almukhtar (hashiat abn eabdin), liabn
eabdin, muhamad 'amin bin eumar bin eabd aleaziz (1252hi),
bayrut: dar alfikri, altabeat althaaniati, 1413h 1992m.

» zad almuead fi hady khayr aleabadi, liaibn algiam aljawziati,
muhamad bin 'abi bakr bin 'ayuwb (751hi), bayrut alkuayta:
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muasasat alrisalat maktabat almanar al'iislamiati, altabeat
alsaabieat waleishruna, 1415h 1994m.

* alzawajir ean agqtiraf alkabayir, lilhitmi, 'ahmad bin ealiin bin
hajar (994ha), dar alfikri, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1407hi, 1987m.

* subul alsalam sharh bulugh almurami, lilsaneani, muhamad bin
lismaeil al'amir (1182ha), alqahirata: dar alhadithi, du.ta, da.t.

* silsilat al'ahadith aldaeifat walmawdueat wa'atharuha alsayi' fi
al'umati, lil'albani, muhamad bin nasir aldiyn (1420h), alrayad: dar
almaearifi, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1412h 1992m.

» alsunan alkubraa, lilbihaqi, 'abu bakr 'ahmad bin alhasan bin eali
(458h), haydar abad, majlis dayirat almaearif alnizamiati, altabeat
al'uwlaa, 1344hi.

« alshaafi fi sharh musnad alshaafieii, liabn al'athira, almubarak bin
muhamad bin muhamad (606ha), tahqiqu: 'ahmad bin sulayman
yasir bin 'iibrahima, alrayad: maktabat alrushdi, altabeat al'uwlaa,
1426hi 2005mi.

* sharah sahih albukhari, liabn batala, 'abu alhasan ealii bin khalaf
bin eabd almalik (449hi), tahqiqu: yasir bn 'iibrahima, alrayada:
maktabat alrushdi, altabeat althaaniatu, 1423hi 2003m.

e sharh mukhtasar khalil, lilkhirshi, muhamad bin eabd allh
(1101h1), bayrut: dar alfikri, du.ti, da.t.

* shaeb al'iimani, lilbihaqi, 'ahmad bin alhusayn bin ealii bin musaa
(458hi), tahqiqu: da. eabd aleali eabd alhamid hamid, alriyad
alhinda: maktabat alrushd aldaar alsalafiatu, altabeat al'uwlaa,
1423hi 2003mi.

o shih albukhari, lilbukhari, 'abu eabd allh muhamad bin 'iismaeil
albukharii (256ha), tahqiqu: muhamad zuhayr bin nasir alnaasir,
dar tawq alnaja (msawarat ean alsultaniati), altabeat al'uwlaa,
1422hi.

e shih muslamin, lilniysaburi, 'abu alhusayn muslim bin alhajaa;j
bin muslim (261h), bayrut: dar aljil wadar alafaq aljadidati, du.ta,
da.t.

 tarah altathrib fi sharh altaqribi, lileiraqi, eabd alrahim bin
alhusayn (806ha), dar alfikr alearabii, du.ta, da.t.

» talabat altalabati, lilnisfi, eumar bin muhamad bin 'ahmad
(537ha), almaktabat aleamirat wamaktabat almuthnaa bibaghdad,
du.ta, 1311hi.
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» algharar albahiat fi sharh albahjat alwardiati, lil'ansari, zakaria bin
muhamad bin zakariaa (926h), almatbaeat almimaniiti, du.ti, di.t.

« alfatawaa alkubraa, liabn taymiati, 'ahmad bin eabd alhalim
(728hi), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1408h
1987mi.

» alfatawaa alhindiatu, lajnat min aleulama' bi'iishraf nizam aldiyn
albalkhi, bayrut: dar alfikri, altabeat althaaniati, 1310hi.

» fath albari sharh sahih albukhari, liabn hajar aleasqalani, 'ahmad
bin ealii bin muhamad (852h), bayrut: dar almaerifati, du.ti,
1379hi.

» fath alealii almalik fi alfatwaa ealaa madhhab allimam malk,
liealish, muhamad bin 'ahmad bin muhamad (1299ha), dar
almaerifati, du.ti, da.t.

« fath alqudiri, liabn alhamam, kamal aldiyn muhamad bin eabd
alwahid (861h), bayrut: dar alfikri, du.ti, di.t.

 futuhat alwahaab bitawdih sharh manhaj altulaab (hashiat
aljumlu), liljumli, sulayman bin mansur (1204hi), bayrut: dar
alfikri, du.ti, di.ti, (matbue bihashiat sharh almanhaji).

 alfuruea, liabn muflihi, muhamad bin muflih bin muhamad
almaqdisii (763hi), bayrut: dar ealam alkutubi, altabeat alraabieati,
1405h 1985mi.

» alfuruq, lilkarabisi, 'asead bin muhamad bin alhusayn (570hi),
tahqiqu: du. muhamad tamum, wizarat al'awqaf alkuaytiati,
altabeat al'uwlaa, 1402h 1982m.

 alfawakih aldawaniu ecalaa risalat bin 'abi zayd algayrawani,
lilnafrawi, 'ahmad bin ghunaym bin salim (1126hi), bayrut: dar
alfikri, du.ti, 1415h 1995m.

 qawaeid al'ahkam fi masalih al'anami, lieizi aldiyn, eabd aleaziz
bin eabd alsalam bin 'abi algasim (660ha), alqahirati: dar 'um
alquraa, du.ti, da.t.

» alkafi fi figh aliimam 'ahmadu, liabn qudamat almaqdisi, muafaq
aldiyn eabd allh bin 'ahmad (620hi), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati,
altabeat al'uwlaa, 1414h 1994mi.

» kshaf alginae ean matn al'iignaei, lilbuhuti, mansur bin yunis bin
salah aldiyn (1051hi), bayrut: dar alfikr waealam alkatab, du.ti,
1402h 1982m.

o kashf al'asrar sharh 'usul albizdiwi, lilbukhari, eabd aleaziz bin
'ahmad bin muhamad (730ha), dar alkitaab al'iislamii, du.ti, da.t.
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* lisan alearibi, liabn manzuri, muhamad bim mukram bin ealiin
(711h1), bayrut: dar sadir, altabeat althaalithata, 1414hi.

« almubdie fi sharh almuqanaei, liabn muflihi, burhan aldiyn
ibrahim bin muhamad (884h), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati,
altabeat al'uwlaa, 1418hi 1997mu.

* almabsuta, lilsarukhisi, muhamad bin 'ahmad bin 'abi sahl
(483hi), bayrut: dar almaerifati, du.ti, 1414h 1993m.

 majmue alfatawaa, liabn taymiati, 'ahmad bin eabd alhalim
(728hi), tahqiqu: eabd alrahman bin muhamad bin qasimi,
almadinat almunawarati: majmae almalik fahd litibaeat almushaf
alsharifi, du.ti, 1416h 1995m.

 almajmue sharh almuhadhabi, lilnawawi, 'abu zakariaa yahyaa
bin sharaf (676hi), almamlakat alearabiat alsueudiatu: maktabat
al'iirshad wamaktabat almatayei, du.ti, da.t.

» almuhalaa bialathar, liabn hazma, ealiin bin 'ahmad bin saeid
(456hi), bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, du.ti, da.t.

 almadkhali, liabn alhaji, muhamad bin muhamad aleabdarii
(737ha), dar altarathi, du.ti, da.t.

» almudawanat alkubraa, liltanukhi, sahnun bn saeid (256hi),
bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1415hi 1994 mi.
 maratib al'lijmae fi aleibadat walmueamalat waliaetiqadati, liabn
hazma, ealiin bin 'ahmad bin saeid (456hi), bayrut: dar alkutub
aleilmiati, du.ti, da.t.

 msnid allimam 'ahmad bin hanbul, 'abu eabd allh 'ahmad bin
muhamad bin hanbal (241ha), tahqiqu: shueayb al'arnawuwta,
waeadil murshid wakhrun, bayrut: muasasat alrisalati, altabeat
al'uwlaa, 1421h 2001m.

» mushkil aliathar, liltahawi, 'abu jaefar 'ahmad bin muhamad bin
salama (321ha), dar almaearif alnizamiati, altabeat al'uwlaa,
1333hi.

» matalib 'uwli alnahaa fi sharh ghayat almuntahaa, lilrahibani,
mustafaa bin saed bin eabda (1243h), bayrut: almaktab al'iislamia,
altabeat althaaniatu, 1415h 1994m.

» mighni almuhtaj ‘iilaa maerifat maeani 'alfaz alminhaji, lilkhatib
alshirbini, muhamad bin 'ahmad (977hi), bayrut: dar alkutub
aleilmiati, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1415h 1994mi.

« almighni, liabn qudamata, muafaq aldiyn eabd allh bn 'ahmad
(620ha), algahirati, maktabat alqahirati, du.ti, 1388h 1968mi.
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 almufradat fi gharayb alqurani, lilraaghib al'asfahani, alhusayn
bin muhamad (502h), tahqiqu: safwan eadnan aldaawudii, dimashq
bayrut: dar algalam aldaar alshaamiatu, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1412hi.
* almatham lamaa 'ushakil min talkhis kitab muslimin, lilqurtubi,
'ahmad bin eumar bin '1ibrahim (656ha), tahqiqu: muhyi aldiyn dib
mistu, wa'ahmad muhamad alsayidu, wayusif eali badiwi,
wamahmud ‘iibrahim bizal, dimashq bayrut: dar aibn kathir,
dimashq bayrut: dar alkalm altayibi, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1417h
1996m.

* maqayis allughati, liabn fars, 'ahmad bin faris bin zakariaa
(395hi), tahqiqu: eabd alsalam harun, birut: dar alfikri, du.ti, 1399h
1979m.

+ almugadimat almumahadati, liabn rushd aljid, muhamad bin
'ahmad bin muhamad bin rushd (520ha), tahqiqu: muhamad haji,
birut: dar algharb al'iislamii, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1408h 1988m.
 almuntaqaa sharh almuata, lilbaji, sulayman bin khalaf bin saed
(474ha), alqahirati: dar alkitaab al'iislamii, altabeat althaaniati, da.t.
* manah aljalil sharh mukhtasar khalil, licalish, muhamad bin
'ahmad bin muhamad (1299h), bayrut: dar alfikri, du.ti, 1409h
1989m.

» manahat alkhaliqu, liabn eabidin, muhamad 'amin bin eumar bin
cabd aleaziz (1252ha), dar alkitaab al'iislamii, altabeat althaaniati,
da.t, (matbue bihashiat albahr alraayiqi).

« alminhaj sharh sahih muslim bin alhajaji, lilnuwawi, 'abu zakariaa
yahyaa bin sharaf (676hi), bayrut: dar 'ithya' alturath alearabii,
altabeat althaaniati, 1392hi.

» almunhal aleadhab almawrud sharh sunan aliimam 'abi dawud,
lilsabiki, mahmud muhamad khataab (1352ha), tahqiqu: 'amin
mahmud muhamad khatabi, alqahirati: matbaeat alaistiqgamati,
altabeat al'uwlaa, 1351hi.

» almuafaqati, lilshaatibi, 'ibrahim bin musaa bn muhamad
(790ha), tahqiqu: mashhur bin hasan al silman, dar abn eafan,
altabeat al'uwlaa, 1417hi 1997mi.

» mawahib aljalil sharh mukhtasar khalil, lilhutabi, muhamad bin
muhamad bin eabd alrahman (954hi), bayrut: dar alfikri, altabeat
althaalithati, 1412h 1992m.
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 nusb alraayat fi takhrij 'ahadith alhidayati, lilziylei, jamal aldiyn
eabd allh bin yusif (762hi), alqahirata: dar alhadithi, altabeat
al'uwlaa, 1415h 1995m.

 nihayat almuhtaj sharh alminhaji, lilramli, muhamad bin shihab
aldiyn (1004hi), bayrut: dar alfikri, du.ti, 1404h 1984m.

* nil al'awtar sharh muntaqaa al'akhbari, lilshuwkani, muhamad bin
eali muhamad (1250h), tahqiqu: eisam aldiyn alsababiti, alqahirata:
dar alhadithi, altabeat al'uwlaa, 1413h 1993m.
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