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Criminal Liability in the Age of Energy Transition
To A Sustainable Climate Justice

Mona Ghazi Hassane Ibrahim

Law Department, Faculty of Shari'a & Law, Taif University,
Taif, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: Mona_hassane@tu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study addresses one of the most pressing contemporary legal
issues: the criminal liability of actors for climate-related harm in the
context of the global energy transition. In light of the accelerating
environmental crises, it has become imperative to reassess the role of
criminal law and its ability to respond effectively to climate change
and environmental degradation.

The research is grounded in the concept of climate justice as a
legal framework that connects environmental protection with social
equity and the fair distribution of environmental burdens. It focuses
on emerging forms of criminal liability arising from failures or
negligence in adopting clean energy policies. The study further
explores the potential criminalization of certain climate-related
actions, such as excessive emissions and obstruction of renewable
energy projects, in light of advanced legal concepts—most notably,
the proposed international crime of "ecocide."

Using a comparative analytical approach, the study examines the
differences between the legal systems of Saudi Arabia and the
United States in terms of legislative frameworks and judicial
practices. The findings indicate that achieving climate justice
through criminal law requires updating legal frameworks, enhancing
evidentiary tools, and expanding liability to include legal persons. It
also calls for international cooperation to establish a specialized
environmental criminal court that contributes to building a fair and
sustainable environmental justice system.

Keywords: Climate justice , Energy transition , Environmental
law , Ecocide , Criminal liability , Climate Change , Renewable
Energy , Environmental Evidence , Climate Policy , Environmental
Judiciary.
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