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Judicial and Quasi-Judicial Bodies and Their Role in
Adjudicating Administrative Contract Disputes
An Analytical Study in Light of the New
Government Tenders and Procurement Law

Ahmed Mohammed Al-Harmas Al-Shammari

Department of Administrative Law, College of Business
Administration, University of Hafr Al-Batin, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

E-mail: dr.alharmas@uhb.edu.sa

Abstract:

This research addresses administrative contracts as a fundamental
means for implementing governmental activities and delivering
public services, serving as an effective tool to achieve public
interest and ensure the sustainability of governmental projects.
Administrative contracts are governed by a specific legal
framework aimed at balancing the protection of public interest with
the rights of contracting parties. In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Article 13(d) of the Law of the Board of Grievances establishes the
jurisdiction of administrative courts to adjudicate disputes arising
from contracts involving the administration, whether they are
strictly administrative contracts or private contracts executed by the
administration.

This expansion of administrative court jurisdiction reflects the
Saudi legislator's commitment to providing a specialized judicial
mechanism that ensures the protection of the contracting parties'
rights. However, disputes concerning administrative contracts face
various challenges, such as procedural complexities, prolonged
litigation, and ambiguities in certain legal provisions. This research
focuses on identifying the shortcomings and challenges within the
current dispute resolution system for administrative contracts in the
Kingdom, while proposing appropriate solutions to develop the
legal framework. It also assesses the performance of the competent
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judicial bodies and examines alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms, in light of the recent amendments to the Government
Tenders and Procurement Law and its implementing regulations.

Keywords: Administrative Contracts, Administrative Contract
Disputes, Administrative Courts.
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(2) De Laubadére, A. & Gaudemet, Y., Droit administratif (L.G.D.J.,

Paris, 1990), p. 616; De Laubadére, A., Traité ¢élémentaire de droit
administratif (4th ed., L.G.D.J., Paris, 1967), p. 291; De Laubadére, A.,
Moderne, F., & Delvolvé, P., Traité des contrats administratifs (Vol. 1,
L.G.D.J., Paris, 1983), p. 56 et seq.

(3) Christophe Guettier(2008), Droit des Contrats administratifs, Paris,
Thémis, , PP. 107 et s.
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(3) Langrod, G. (1955). Administrative Contracts-A Comparative Study.
Am. J. Comp. L., 4, 325.
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(2) Sandu, A. M., & Pagarin, M. S. (2012). Study on administrative contracts.
Contemporary Readings in Law & Social Justice., 4, 903.
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