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International Legal Mechanisms to Compensate
the Victims of the Russian War on Ukraine

Maya Khater

Department of Public International Law, College of Law, Al
Yamamah University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: m khater@yu.edu.sa

Abstract:

The Russian war on Ukraine began on February 24, 2022. Since
then, the Russian forces have been committing grave violations of
international law and international humanitarian law, given the
massive destruction caused by the war, the heavy losses among
Ukrainian civilians, and the damage to civilian buildings and
facilities due to Russian military attacks.

As a result, an urgent need arose to talk about compensating the
victims of that war, enabling them to cover the damages or losses
they sustained during the war. Suppose we consider the
exacerbation of these violations in light of the military development
and the use of weapons and advanced technological means. In that
case, we make sure of the need to shed light on ways to compensate
the victims of these conflicts and redress their damages in light of
the rules of international law.

Accordingly, this research seeks to denounce the crimes and
violations related to the Russian war on Ukraine to reach the legal
means available at the international level to ensure the right of the
victims of those violations to claim compensation and reparation
until the stage of recovery from the consequences of that war.
Keywords: International Humanitarian Law, International

Responsibility, War Violations, Compensation For Victims, The
Russian War On Ukraine.
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(1) Art. 50, Geneva Convention (I) for the Amelioration of the
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field, 12
August 1949.

(2) Art. 147, Geneva Convention (IV) Relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, 12 August 1949.

(3) Art. 85, Protocol (I) Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International
Armed Conflicts.

(4) Art. 1, Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of
Crime and Abuse of Power, General Assembly resolution 40/34, 29
November 1985.
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(1) International Legal Protection of Human Rights in Armed Conflicts,
United Nations Publications, New York and Geneva, 2011, P. 72.

(2) Art. 6, International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination, UN General Assembly resolution 2106 (XX), 21
December 1965.

(3) Art. 14, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment General, UN General
Assembly, 10 December 1984.

(4) Rule. 105, Rules of Procedure and Evidence of the Residual Special
Court of Sierra Leone.

(5) Art. 75, Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the
United Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the
Establishment of an International Criminal Court.
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(1) Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, Case No. ICC-01/04-01/06,
Decision on victims’ participation, 18 January 2008, Trial Chamber I,
International Criminal Court, paragraphs 185, 187, 193, & 197.

(2) Rule. 150, Reparation, Customary International Humanitarian Law,
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl/v1/rule150

(3) Liesbeth Zegveld, Remedies for Victims of Violations of
International Humanitarian Law, International Review of the Red
Cross, No. 851, September 2003, p. 525.
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(1) Art. 90 & 91, Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions
(Protocol 1), Ibid.

(2) Liesbeth Zegveld, Ibid., p. 520.

(3) Security Council Resolution 687: Irag-Kuwait, adopted at 3 April
1991.
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(1) Press Release, United Nations Compensation Commission Pays out
US$270 Million, PR/2019/3, 23 July 2019.

(2) Eritrea-Ethiopia Claims Commission, Final Award - Ethiopia's
Damages Claims between the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
and the State of Eritrea, The Hague, 17 August 2009.
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(2) United Nations Secretary-General, Secretary-General's Remarks to

the Tenth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 01 August 2022.
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(1) Green. James A & Henderson. Christian & Ruys. Tom, Russia’s
attack on Ukraine and the jus ad bellum, Journal on the Use of Force
and International Law, 25 March 2022, Vol. 9, No. 1, 4- 30, p. 29.

(2) United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Refugee Arrivals
from Ukraine (since 24 February 2022), 8 May 2022.
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(1) Ukraine Recovery Conference (URC2022) in Lugano on 4-5 July
2022.
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United Nations General Assembly Resolution ES-11/4, the Eleventh
Emergency Special Session, adopted on 12 October 2022.
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(1) Allegations of Genocide under the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Ukraine v. Russian
Federation) The Court Indicates Provisional Measures, 16 March 2022.
(2) International Court of Justice, Press Release, Ukraine Institutes
Proceedings against the Russian Federation and Requests the Court to
Indicate Provisional Measures, No. 2022/4, 27 February 2022.
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(1) Art. 13 & 14, Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court,
Ibid.

(2) International Criminal Court, Ukraine, Situation in Ukraine, ICC-
01/22.
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Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Ukraine v.
Russian Federation) The Court Indicates Provisional Measures, 16
March 2022.

e (Customary International Humanitarian Law, Rule 150.
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Crime and Abuse of Power, General Assembly resolution 40/34,
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