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Disciplinary Responsibility for Public Employee

Misuse of Social Media in the Saudi System:
A Comparative Study of United Arab Emirates law

Mishaal bin Marzouq AL-Maymouni

Department of Law, College of Administrative Sciences, Najran
University, Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: mmalmimoni@nu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This the paper investigates the disciplinary responsibility in the public
employee’s misuse of social media in Saudi and Emirati law. The study
is based on an analytical and comparative description approach. The
research includes a preface, an introduction, two chapters, and a
conclusion. The preface demonstrates the terms of the research. The first
chapter demonstrates the duties of the public employee in the use of
social media and the actions that the employees are prohibited by Saudi
Emirati law. The chapter deals with the general duties of the employee
when creating an official account on social media, and the general duties
regarding the accounts of official spokespersons and comments on
issues of public opinion and political dimensions. It also deals with
clarifying the prohibitions that public employees should avoid when
using social media. The the second chapter deals with the elements of
disciplinary responsibility in the public employee's misuse of social
media, and the penalties prescribed for such misuse in the Saudi system
and Emirati law. The findings reveal that Saudi lawmakers do not
stipulate specific penalties for violating the regulation of use of social
media by government agencies, but state legal responsibility in general
in Article (5/2) and Article (7/4). The Saudi lawmakers attribute the
issue of violating the restrictions on the use of social media by
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government agencies to the regular judicial procedures, without
specifying the penalties for the violations mentioned therein. The author
recommends the need to amend the regulations on the use of social
media by Saudi government agencies by including appropriate penalties
for violating duties and prohibitions and determining them accurately to
become clear for all.

Keywords: Responsibility, Public Employee, Disciplinary, Social
Connection.
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